
		
			[image: 1.png]
		



			Abide

			The Power and Beauty 
of God’s Word

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

		


		
			
				
					[image: ]
				

			

			© 2022 by Every Nation Churches & Ministries. All rights reserved.

			Scripture quotations, unless otherwise noted, are from The Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version (ESV) Copyright 2001 by Crossway, 
a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.

			EveryNation.org/Fasting     #ENfast2022

		




		

			Read Matthew 7:24–27

			Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock. Matthew 7:24

			Additional Reading: 1 Peter 2:4–10

			In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus shares with his disciples and the crowds what life in the kingdom should be like. He then ends this famous sermon with this warning: will you be a wise builder and build your life on the rock of my words? Or will you be a foolish builder and disregard my words, building your life on the sand?

			If you live somewhere that experiences frequent flash floods, then this illustration that Jesus uses of building your life on a firm foundation will be relevant to you. In a matter of minutes, torrential rains can tear through with power, destroying what was once a beautiful home. And just like storms reveal the state of a building’s foundation, the storms of life reveal whether or not we have built our life on the firm foundation of God’s word. 

			This week, we’ve learned that the word of God is like bread necessary for our spiritual nourishment, a seed planted in our heart and bearing fruit, a light illuminating our path and guiding us into all wisdom, a mirror showing us who we really are, a hammer that can crush our sin-hardened hearts, and a sword able to pierce to the core of who we are and bring transformation. 

			The question is, what will you do moving forward from this fast? Will you be a wise builder who builds your life on a firm foundation? While this week has been a powerful time of coming together and experiencing God and hearing from him, participating in an annual five-day fast is not enough to build your life on a firm foundation. It’s in the lifestyle of daily reading and obeying God’s word that we build in such a way that the storms of life can’t tear us down.

			Abiding in God’s word is abiding in Jesus, the living Word of God. Is Jesus the foundation on which your life is built? 

				

				

				

			The word “abide” means “to remain stable or fixed in a state; to continue in a place.”1 In 2022 and beyond, how will you make a renewed commitment to abide in—reading, understanding, believing, and obeying—God’s word?

				

				

				

			God’s word IS OUR SOLID FOUNDATION.

			

			
				
					1	Merriam-Webster.com Dictionary, s.v. “abide,” accessed August 9, 2021, https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/abide.
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God, thank you for the gift of the Bible.
Through your word, you speak to me and
remind me that you are for me. You show
your everlasting character, and I learn to
hear your voice as I read and meditate on

scripture. Lord, help me build a daily desire
to abide in your word, a desire that would
grow throughout my walk with you. Your word
nourishes my spirit and fulfills my heart. As
[ pray, fast, and consecrate myself to you this
week, may my understanding and love for you

grow as | draw nearer to you. In Jesus’ name,
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God, you know my heart better than anyone,
and you have loved me even when I have
drifted from your ways. Show me how I have
drifted and place me back on solid ground. 1
repent for when 1 have placed my trust in the
things of this world instead of in your word.
Your word has the power to turn a heart of
stone into a heart of flesh. I open myself up
for you to mold my life. God, as you soften
my heart, empower me to bring your word to

those around me. In Jesus’ name I pray,
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and ministries that exists to honor God by
establishing Christ-centered, Spirit-empowered,
socially responsible churches and campus
ministries in every nation.
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As 1 read your word, O Lord, I trust that you
will show me what I am like and what you are
making me to be. Search my heart and reveal
where and how I need to put your word into
practice in my life. Grant me the humility to
do what your word says as a faith response

to your free gift of salvation. Holy Spirit,

thank you for your power that helps me obey,
changes my heart, and directs my steps.
In Jesus’ name,
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Psalm 119:105

Your word is a lamp to my feet
and a light to my path.

Heavenly Father, you have given me your
perfect word as a guide through this imperfect
world. Because you are good,
trustworthy, omniscient, and kind, I can lean
into your guidance in every situation I face.
You care about my life and the decisions
I have to make. Your word has the power
to bring order to chaos and is light in the
darkness. I have no reason to fear. As 1 hide
your word deep in my heart, teach me how to

read and apply it to my life.

AMEN
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Matthew 7:24

Everyone then who hears these words of mine
and does them will be like a wise man who
built his house on the rock.

Heavenly Father, I thank you for what you
have done in my life this week. Thank you

that you show up when I seek your face and
that you are faithful to speak to me. You have
given the gift of your Word that I may build

my life on the solid foundation of who you

are. Help me to abide in your word daily that
I may hide it in my heart and experience your

life-transforming power. In Jesus’ name I pray,
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God, 1 believe that your word is an
imperishable seed that can renew every area of
my life. I can bring my brokenness, confusion,
and insecurities before you, knowing that you
make me whole, confident, and secure through

the seed of your word. You have brought me
from death to life and are faithful to finish the
good work you began in me. Lord, I pray that
you will continue to change my life to reflect

your love to others around me. Because of
your word that you've planted in me, I can be

bold to share your gospel wherever I go.
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O Lord, thank you for your living and active
word that transforms me from the inside out.
I choose to abide in it even as it cuts through

the hard places of my heart. Lord, I repent
of when I have conformed to the world’s
standards. I pray that you would transform
and renew my mind as I meditate on your
word daily. Increase my faith and make me

more like Christ as I read it.





