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			Read Jeremiah 23:23–32

			Is not my word like fire, declares the Lord, and like a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces? Jeremiah 23:29

			Additional Reading: Acts 2:37–38

			The prophet Jeremiah lived during tumultuous times for the nation of Judah. He started his career as a prophet during the reign of King Josiah, the last faithful king, and he continued to prophesy during the final years before Jerusalem was destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar and the people were brought as captives into Babylon. 

			Throughout Jeremiah’s ministry, he proclaimed the bitter message that judgment was coming, calling the people to turn from their evil and idolatrous ways and to turn back to the pure worship of the one true God. But the people didn’t listen to Jeremiah. Instead, they chose to listen to false prophets, men who spoke attractive messages that reflected what the people wanted to hear rather than declaring the word of the Lord. 

			Contrary to these futile and hollow words spoken by the prophets, God’s word is a hammer, capable of breaking the hardest rock to pieces. When you see the word “hammer,” you may think of a carpenter’s hammer that’s used in most projects around the house to drive nails into an object. But in this context, it’s better to think of a blacksmith’s hammer used to forge and shape metal, and when wielded with great force, can crush and shatter an object. 

			As we walk with Jesus, it’s possible for our hearts to become hardened. This can happen through a secret sin that goes unconfessed, bitterness that comes from unforgiveness, or the cynicism that creeps into our hearts when a prayer goes unanswered. During these times, we may find ourselves endlessly scrolling on social media, reading negative news online, and binge-watching television more than abiding in God’s word. 

			But when we open up the word of God, we experience the weight of his hammer, able to crush and shatter the sin, bitterness, and cynicism of a hardened heart as we respond in humility and repentance.

			How have you experienced God’s word softening your heart? Thank him for his power to change your heart. 

				

				

				

			Are there particular moments or hardships that have caused you to follow “false prophets” rather than turning to God’s word?

				

				

				

			God’s word SOFTENS OUR HEART.
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God, thank you for the gift of the Bible.
Through your word, you speak to me and
remind me that you are for me. You show
your everlasting character, and I learn to
hear your voice as I read and meditate on

scripture. Lord, help me build a daily desire
to abide in your word, a desire that would
grow throughout my walk with you. Your word
nourishes my spirit and fulfills my heart. As
[ pray, fast, and consecrate myself to you this
week, may my understanding and love for you

grow as | draw nearer to you. In Jesus’ name,
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God, you know my heart better than anyone,
and you have loved me even when I have
drifted from your ways. Show me how I have
drifted and place me back on solid ground. 1
repent for when 1 have placed my trust in the
things of this world instead of in your word.
Your word has the power to turn a heart of
stone into a heart of flesh. I open myself up
for you to mold my life. God, as you soften
my heart, empower me to bring your word to

those around me. In Jesus’ name I pray,
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establishing Christ-centered, Spirit-empowered,
socially responsible churches and campus
ministries in every nation.
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As 1 read your word, O Lord, I trust that you
will show me what I am like and what you are
making me to be. Search my heart and reveal
where and how I need to put your word into
practice in my life. Grant me the humility to
do what your word says as a faith response

to your free gift of salvation. Holy Spirit,

thank you for your power that helps me obey,
changes my heart, and directs my steps.
In Jesus’ name,





OEBPS/image/Campus_Gradient.png





OEBPS/image/BackPage_Icons.png
Y
4

aw
<

b
0

€l





OEBPS/image/day_03_header.png
The Word






OEBPS/image/intro_header_01.png
The Word
islike BREAD)





OEBPS/image/EN_logo_Black.png
L

EVERY NATION





OEBPS/image/12.jpg





OEBPS/image/day_02_prayer.jpg
Psalm 119:105

Your word is a lamp to my feet
and a light to my path.

Heavenly Father, you have given me your
perfect word as a guide through this imperfect
world. Because you are good,
trustworthy, omniscient, and kind, I can lean
into your guidance in every situation I face.
You care about my life and the decisions
I have to make. Your word has the power
to bring order to chaos and is light in the
darkness. I have no reason to fear. As 1 hide
your word deep in my heart, teach me how to

read and apply it to my life.

AMEN
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Matthew 7:24

Everyone then who hears these words of mine
and does them will be like a wise man who
built his house on the rock.

Heavenly Father, I thank you for what you
have done in my life this week. Thank you

that you show up when I seek your face and
that you are faithful to speak to me. You have
given the gift of your Word that I may build

my life on the solid foundation of who you

are. Help me to abide in your word daily that
I may hide it in my heart and experience your

life-transforming power. In Jesus’ name I pray,
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God, 1 believe that your word is an
imperishable seed that can renew every area of
my life. I can bring my brokenness, confusion,
and insecurities before you, knowing that you
make me whole, confident, and secure through

the seed of your word. You have brought me
from death to life and are faithful to finish the
good work you began in me. Lord, I pray that
you will continue to change my life to reflect

your love to others around me. Because of
your word that you've planted in me, I can be

bold to share your gospel wherever I go.
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O Lord, thank you for your living and active
word that transforms me from the inside out.
I choose to abide in it even as it cuts through

the hard places of my heart. Lord, I repent
of when I have conformed to the world’s
standards. I pray that you would transform
and renew my mind as I meditate on your
word daily. Increase my faith and make me

more like Christ as I read it.





